
Introduced by Council Member Carter and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Morgan and Newby:

ORDINANCE 2018-474
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 745 (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS) ORDINANCE CODE; RENAMING “GILLEN STREET” TO “CECIL WIGGINS STREET”; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105 (i)(2) AND (3), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING THE REQUIREMENT THAT STREETS MAY ONLY BE RENAMED AFTER A PROMINENT PERSON IF THE PERSON HAS BEEN DECEASED FOR AT LEAST FIVE YEARS AND REQUIRING PERSON TO HAVE RESIDED WITHIN FIVE MILES OF THE NAME CHANGE FOR AT LEAST TEN YEARS; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105 (k)(2), ORDINANCE CODE, REGARDING THE FEE TO BE PAID BY THE CITIZEN OR CITIZENS’ GROUP REQUESTING THE STREET RENAMING; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD THIS ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
WHEREAS, Cecil Wiggins was born in Evergreen, Alabama in 1930, felt a call to the religious life as a high school senior and attended the Southwestern Assemblies of God College in Waxahachie, Texas to train for the ministry; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Cecil Wiggins became the pastor of the Evangel Temple Assembly of God in Jacksonville in 1964; and through his tenure was known as a man of integrity among civic, business, and government leaders; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Wiggins led mission trips which helped to build churches in Central America, South America, and Europe; and under Reverend Wiggins’ leadership, the Evangel Temple raised millions of dollars for hundreds of global and local missionaries and ministries; and
WHEREAS, during his more than five decades as pastor and pastor emeritus of the Evangel Temple, Reverend Wiggins was renowned for his understanding and use of media technology in religious ministry, utilizing radio and television in innovative ways; and
WHEREAS, the Evangel Temple Assembly of God grew from 80 members in 1964 to over 1,700 attendees presently and in 2000, Evangel outgrew its 1,000-seat sanctuary and built a 3,200 seat sanctuary; and  
WHEREAS, on March 24, 2018 Reverend Wiggins passed away at the age of eighty-seven leaving a void in Jacksonville’s ministerial community; and 

WHEREAS, the Evangel Temple owns considerable property on and adjacent to “Gillen Street”, and there is a desire for Gillen Street to be renamed after Reverend Wiggins to “Cecil Wiggins Street”; and 
WHEREAS, the Evangel Temple Assembly of God and at least 75% of the affected property owners consent to the renaming; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of subsection 745.105 (i)(2), Ordinance Code, require that a street renaming in honor of a prominent individual must be for a person deceased for at least five years, but given Reverend Wiggins’ decades of leadership in Jacksonville and his impact on the adjacent area to the street, the Council has hereby determined to waive said requirement; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of subsection 745.105 (i)(3), Ordinance Code, require that if a street is renamed in honor of a person, that person must reside within five miles of the street to be renamed for at least ten years, but given that the church and community he served has been located on Ramona Boulevard for the last forty years, which intersects with Gillen Street, and the church owns property on Gillen Street, the Council has hereby  determined to waive said requirement; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of subsection 745.105 (k)(2), Ordinance Code, require the citizen or citizens’ group making the street renaming request to pay the cost of such street renaming; but given the laudable, decades-long charitable leadership of Reverend Wiggins, the Council hereby has determined to waive said requirement; now therefore; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds it appropriate to change the street name of “Gillen Street” to “Cecil Wiggins Street”; 
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville desires to rename the entire length of Gillen Street, in Council District 10, to Cecil Wiggins Street, to honor the legacy of Reverend Wiggins; and   

WHEREAS, the provisions of Chapter 745 Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects except as waived herein; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

 “Gillen Street” Renamed. The entire length of “Gillen Street”, located in Council District 10, shall hereby be renamed to “Cecil Wiggins Street”, and by which such street shall be hereafter known and designated. A copy of the map of the renamed “Cecil Wiggins Street” is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.
Section 2.

Waiver of Section 745.105 (i)(2),(3), Ordinance Code. Subsection 745.105 (i)(2) and (3), Ordinance Code, requiring the prominent individual that a street is renamed for, be deceased for at least five years and requiring that the person reside within five miles of the street name change for at least ten years, is hereby waived to allow for the new street name as set forth in Section 1 hereof.
Section 3.

Waiver of Section 745.105 (k)(2), Ordinance Code. Subsection 745.105 (k)(2), Ordinance Code, requiring the citizen or citizens’ group making the street renaming request of a Council Member to pay the cost of such street renaming, is hereby waived to allow for the new street name as set forth in Section 1 hereof. 
Section 4.

Legislative Services Division directed to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to send a copy of this legislation, including a color version of Exhibit 1, once enacted to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with 911 Emergency, Fire and Rescue Department, the Post Office and other affected agencies and organizations. 
Section 5.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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